
  

Pedro Morazán, Institute SÜDWIND 
Arno Behrens and Monica Alessi, CEPS  

Heiner Janus, DIE 

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
AND BEYOND 2015, A STRONG EU 

ENGAGEMENT 



 

1. Introduction and overview of the 

MDGs 

2. Beyond 2015 what development 

framework?  

3. A strong EU engagement 

4. Conclusions and recommendations 



Progress toward MDGs 

Source: World Bank, 2010  



MDGs Achievements and Challenges 

The MDGs are in 
many aspects a 
success story. 

widely adopted in 
global policy 
discourses  

MDGs are clear and 
concise 

The main concerns 
can be summarised 

as follows: 

Indicators present an 
inaccurate view of 

sustainable 
development 

New challenges 
threaten MDGs 

progress and are not 
sufficiently addressed 



Timelines for the Post-MDG and SDG processes 

Source: own figure based on Dallo/Rubian, 2012 



Timelines for the Post-MDG and SDG processes 

Source: own figure based on Dallo/Rubian, 2012 



Rio+20 thematic areas 



Post 2015 Agenda 
Three possible options are available:  

 

1. Using the same goals with 
little changes in indicators 
and enlarging the timeline;  

2. Substantially enhancing the 
framework (MDG-Plus); 

3. A new “One World” 
approach based on MDG8. 



Source: Sumner/Tiwari, 2012 

Options for the process 
 

MDGs 2020/2025 MDG-PLUS 
MILLENNIUM 

WORLD/ONE WORLD 

Idea 

Same MDGs, 

possibly with a few 

changes to indicators 

and a new deadline 

of 2020 or 2025. 

Incremental/expansion of 

MDG approach or ‘MDG 

plus’ to expand to local 

ownership with nationally-

set goals – which could be 

beyond a purely human 

development focus. 

A framework to address 

global issues notably 

climate change with global 

public goods and goals for 

climate adaptation and 

finance and poverty/social 

insurance/security. 

Indicators 

Existing MDGs with 

minimal – if any – 

changes or 

supplemented or 

substituted with 

amended or new 

indicators 

Small set of 3-4 ‘inner 

core’ universal goals from 

existing MDGs – child 

education, health and 

nutrition plus a small set of 

‘outer-core’ 3-4 new and 

locally-defined goals 

Some resonance with 

MDG8 indicators; 

Indicators of resilience and 

vulnerability, global public 

goods, climate adaptation, 

etc. 

Institutions 

and 

Incentives 

Results based 

management. 

Existing donor and 

recipient government 

relationships?  

Post-bureaucratic 

approaches – i.e. choice 

architecture? New 

donor/recipient 

government and poor 

people relationship? 

Certain levels of 

deprivation trigger 

coordinated international 

and/or national response 

(some parallels to 

humanitarian approaches 

such as famine?) Global 

governance and 

relationships. 

 



Bringing together the SDG and the 
post-2015 process: Three Dimensions  

Poverty eradication,  
Food security, 

Gender equality and 
women’s 

empowerment etc. 

Sustainable 
tourism, 

Sustainable 
transport, Cities, 

LDC, etc. 

Ocean and Seas, 
Climate Change, 

Forest, 
Biodiversity, 

Desertification, 
Mountains, etc. 

Social 

Economic Environmental  



A strong EU engagement 



Key documents and processes leading to a 
common EU position on the post-2015 



Description of basic policy pillars in the “Agenda 
for Change” 

Basic policy pillars EU action 

(1) Human rights, 

democracy and other 

key elements of good 

governance 

 Democracy, human rights and the rule of law (incl. free and fair 

elections, functioning of institutions, media freedom, protection of 

minorities etc.) 

 Gender equality and the empowerment of women 

 Public-sector management for better service quality 

 Fair and transparent tax systems 

 Tackle corruption 

 Strengthened link with civil society, social partners and local  

authorities 

 Back governance reforms that promote the sustainable and 

transparent management of natural resources 

 Development-security nexus (incl. peace building, conflict prevention 

and international security) 

(2) Inclusive and 

sustainable growth for 

human development 

 Social protection, health, education and jobs 

 Business environment, regional integration and world markets 

 Sustainable agriculture and energy 



The EU should: 

fully implement the international aid and development effectiveness commitments (Paris, Accra, 
Busan) throughout Europe; 

take an ambitious stand on gearing the new Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-
operation towards discussing policy coherence and global public goods approaches for achieving 
development goals post-2015; 

provide inputs in terms of financial resources, reaffirming its commitment to the 0.7% target and 
extend current contributions. It should develop a complementary and more comprehensive 
understanding of global development finance as a first step to broaden the instruments for 
implementing a new agenda. This includes a targeted and well-designed expansion of financial 
instruments mobilising multiple other funding sources. 



Specific recommendations for 
the European Parliament: 

1. It is recommended that the European Parliament promote the development of a 
strong coherent common EU position, pushing forward the international aid and 
development effectiveness agenda, implement the Policy Coherence for 
Development Agenda in Europe and starting the debate on global public policies to 
address global challenges.  

2. The EP Committee on Development consider the possibility of nominating a 
standing rapporteur for EU and international negotiations on the Post-MDG agenda. 

3. The European Parliament should promote a reinforced diplomatic effort and a 
stronger consultation of developing countries, emerging economies and the 
marginalised groups in developing countries.  



Specific recommendations for 
the European Parliament: 

4. It is recommended that the list of goals and priorities 
should be kept short in order for the new development 
framework to remain operative. Limiting the number of 
priorities would apply to both the MDG and the SDG 
agendas.  

5. The European Parliament should reiterate the need of the 
EU to honor its financial pledges to the MDGs, which 
includes the targeted and controlled expansion of well-
designed financial instruments. 



Thank you! 


